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For the tension of the margins bordering this fissure,
which are called the vocal chords, some arrangement is
required which shall draw away the anterior end of the
fissure from the posterior end, which is attached to the
cricoid cartilage. This condition, again, is met in the
simplest manner by the organization of the larynx, and at
the same time a protective envelope is given to the vocal
apparatus. Both objects are again fulfilled by a single

Side view of the larynx attached to the hyoid bone; position of the vocal chords and
aryienoid cartilages indicated by the dotted lines, a. Body of the liyoid bone ; b, lesser,
o, greater horn of the latter; d, central, e, lateral portion of the thyro-hyoid ligament;
/, cricoid cartilage; #, crico-thyroid muscle ; /t, thyroid cartilage.

piece of cartilage, namely, the thyroid cartilage. The
latter is a plate of cartilage, the surface of which is so
curved as to form a sharp angle in the middle line of the
body, which gives it almost the appearance of being
formed of two lateral plates, firmly blended together in
front. Each of these plates is five-sided. The upper,
lower, and posterior borders are approximately straight;
the anterior border, on the contrary, is marked half-way
by such a strong projection as to fall into two halves,